
Collaborative Technology Project Final Report

Title of Collaborative Technology Project: 

Community Book Read at Pine Grove Middle School: Creation of a digital audio book of Notes From 
the Dog

Names and Responsibilities of Project Team Members:

Dan Enders: Dan is completing his fieldwork at Pine Grove, and has been in the school assisting with 
recording since February 28th.  Dan has been responsible for coordinating with Sue Kowalski, 
continuing to meet with students, teaching them how to use Audacity, editing the completed tracks, and 
uploading them to Soundcloud.

Katie St. Laurent: Katie began the project as part of her fieldwork, and was responsible for developing 
the idea with Sue Kowalski, doing background research, meeting with students to record several of the 
chapters, and editing several of the chapters.  Since completing her official fieldwork hours on March 
4, Katie has been responsible for creating and managing the blog where the clips are available for the 
Pine Grove community.

Sue Kowalski: Sue has been responsible for providing the vision for the project, approving each step, 
recruiting students to read, and promoting the project within the school.  She will also maintain the 
blog as an artifact of this year's Bookapalooza, adding photos and student work.

Description, Goals, and Learning Objectives of the Project

Description:

As part of “Bookapalooza”, an event going on at Pine Grove Middle School throughout the month of 
March, Dan, Katie, and Sue Kowalski worked with the students to record an audio book of Gary 
Paulsen’s Notes From the Dog. The chapters were recorded by the students using Audacity (a sound 
recording and editing tool) and made available to other school community members through 
Soundcloud.  The private clips from Soundcloud have been embedded on a blog devoted to 
Bookapalooza, and are accessible to students and staff with a password.

Goals:

• Create an audio book version of Notes From the Dog, using recordings of school community 
members.

• Introduce students to audio recording technology

• Work collaboratively with the school community

• Share the audio book with other classes



• Improve accessibility of the text 

• Increase students' confidence in their abilities as readers and performers

Learning Outcomes:

Educator: In order to execute the regular distribution of the audio recordings, Sue Kowalski was 
introduced to and trained on Audacity, Soundcloud and Wordpress.  Using the same tools and process, 
she can easily continue to solicit and distribute student work, such as reviews of this and other books.

Student Learning: Students were introduced to (or received more practice with) audio recording 
technologies, as well as ways to share their recordings with other classes. Recording the work provided 
students opportunities to practice speaking and reading skills as well. Additionally, creating an audio 
book for a book without one already available allowed the students to develop a meaningful product 
that could be shared with students with learning, reading, or other disabilities that would prevent them 
from having access to reading this book. 

Project Team: Dan and Katie both developed their skills in using Audacity and Wordpress, as well as 
mastered Soundcloud.  We gained experience not only using and implementing these technologies 
ourselves, but also in guiding others through using them and in working one on one with students and 
colleagues.

Target Audience: The project was intended to be accessible to the entire Pine Grove community, but 
our particular hope was that it would meet the needs of students who for any number of reasons could 
not enjoy the book in print.  Although any student might enjoy relaxing and listening to the story rather 
than reading it, the fact that an audiobook did not exist for this title excluded students with physical 
limitations and learning disabilities, and we specifically hoped to assist those students and enable their 
participation in Bookapalooza.

Needs Assessment: The need for this project arose out of a conversation Katie had with Sue early in 
her fieldwork.  As a busy student, she prefers to listen to audiobooks in the car in order to save time. 
When Sue asked her to participate in Bookapalooza and to read the book, she tried to find the 
audiobook and learned that one does not exist.  She and Sue discussed this at length in terms of the 
implications for accessibility, and decided that the creation of an audiobook would be a good fieldwork 
project and a great student activity for Bookapalooza.  The requirements of this project pushed us to 
consider how the project could be further enhanced by technology, and we discovered great potential 
for student, librarian, and intern learning, in addition to the original product we had envisioned.

Technologies Used to Complete this Project: 

Audacity: An open-source, free audio recording and editing tool

Soundcloud: A free web service for hosting and sharing audio clips

Wordpress: A free blogging platform, chosen specifically for this project for its advanced security 
features (such as password protected posting) and ease of use



Challenges:

Our initial challenge was ensuring that our presentation of the text would fall under fair use.  Neither of 
us is an expert in copyright, but we researched and discovered that because the project had a limited 
audience, was intended for educational purposes, and added a significant new dimension to the original 
work, the project could proceed.  We took additional steps to maintain the security of the recordings; 
clips were hosted privately on Soundcloud, and blog entries with the secret links were accessible only 
by obtaining the password from Sue.

One minor issue did appear in the final stages of the project: while students were certainly using the 
recordings in order to read along with their class, it was unclear as to if the teachers were accessing the 
recordings. While it would be unfortunate if this were the case, the fact that students are coming into 
the library and listening to the chapters makes up for it.

Results:

The project has been completed, and Bookapalooza has come to an end. At Sue's request, the audio 
blog remains active, so that Sue may have some additional time using the creation. We learned partway 
through the month that although we had been actively recording and posting chapters, Sue had not had 
time to promote them as hoped.  This was not a significant problem; it merely required that we be 
flexible with our timeline and leave the chapters available longer.  Once Sue is satisfied that all students 
who would like to hear the recordings have had an opportunity, we will remove access to the 
recordings, most likely at the end of April.  

All passwords have been turned over to Sue, and notifications have been switched to her email address, 
so she now has full control over the project, although Dan and Katie still currently have access.  We 
have made ourselves available to assist with further updates in order to relieve Sue's schedule.

Given the opportunity to do something differently, we might have developed a plan for marketing the 
finished clips to the school community.  We worked with the assumption that once the posts were live, 
Sue would send out an email informing teachers that they were available, but she was unable to do so 
until midway into the month.  Had we been aware of the constraints of Sue's schedule, we could have 
drafted the promotional email for her and perhaps planned to integrate information about the blog into 
more of the overall Bookapalooza marketing materials.

Reflection:

Although our project was developed with the goal of addressing a specific need (ie extending access to 
a text) we also tried to ensure that our approach to the project enriched everyone involved.  Students 
who accessed the recordings were able to experience the text in an alternative format, and with the 
added impact of their classmates' performances.  Students who recorded gained hands-on experience 
using Audacity, and we were thrilled to watch as the control afforded by the technology helped them 
grow their confidence in their reading and speaking skills.  Even students who came to the project 
fearing that they were poor readers were reassured by the ability to pause, rerecord, and delete 
mistakes, and all students were excited to hear their own recordings.  Sue gained exposure to two 



technologies that were entirely new to her, Soundcloud and Wordpress, and now has the experience 
using them together with Audacity to easily create and publish student works.  All participants in this 
project gained not only the skills to make this final product a success, but skills that they can easily 
carry forward and apply to new projects.

Completed Project:

The finished product is currently available at pinegrovebookapalooza.wordpress.com.  Posts are 
password protected; the password notesfromdylan will unlock all of them.  


